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CelticFest Vancouver Announces  First Title Sponsor  

Vancouver, BC - Celtic Fest Vancouver Society is pleased to announce that Edgewater        
Casino  has assumed the title sponsorship of the 5th Annual Edgewater Casino 
CelticFest Vancouver , an extraordinary celebration of Celtic culture. Western Canada’s 
biggest annual Celtic festival will be held from March 12 to 16 , 2008 in downtown 
Vancouver.  

 “This was an opportunity we could not turn down,” says Vanessa Kelley , Director of 
Marketing for Edgewater Casino. “We are proud to support CelticFest Vancouver as title 
sponsor and share in the spirit brought to downtown Vancouver, and our backyard, 
through its many festivities.”  

“Edgewater Casino’s decision to support us in a title sponsorship role is very exciting 
news”, says Festival Executive Producer Rita Albano . “This new support, along with 
that of our other valued sponsors, will contribute greatly to the growth and sustainability 
of the festival. We’re looking forward to becoming bigger and better than ever!” 

Edgewater Casino CelticFest Va ncouver  will also continue to be presented by its 
Founding Sponsor, The Downtown Vancouver Business Im provement Association . 
The DVBIA was instrumental in first bringing CelticFest to the downtown Vancouver area 
in 2004, as part of its goal to encourage diverse and lively events in the city’s centre. 
“We’re thrilled the festival has become a signature event for downtown,” says Bill 
Rempel , President of the DVBIA. “The community has truly embraced this great festival 
and we're proud to be a founding sponsor." 
 
Additional support from the corporate community comes from Granville Island Brewing 
Company, Canada Line, Amacon Developments, Cadillac Fairview Corporation, Imperial 
Parking, Granville Entertainment Group, ZOOM Airlines, Tourism Vancouver, Tom Lee 
Music and Canada Place, with media support from Corus Entertainment, Global 
Television, the Vancouver Sun and the Celtic Connection newspaper. CelticFest is also 
supported through grants from the City of Vancouver and the BC Government. 
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Edgewater Casino CelticFest Vancouver 2008 – 2 

For five days this March, CelticFest Vancouver brings visitors and locals together to 
celebrate the rich Celtic culture with the sounds of lively fiddles, skirling bagpipes, 
boisterous bodhrans, dancing feet and marvelous voices that will ring throughout 
downtown Vancouver. The Festival showcases the best of Celtic music, dance and 
spoken word as well as offering film, food and arts and crafts. This year’s schedule will 
offer up to 60 unique performances and events in numerous popular venues, as well as 
three outdoor stages, throughout the day and evening, and 75% of the events are free.  
The climax of the festival is the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which last year included more 
than 2,000 participants; it is notable as the only St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the Lower 
Mainland. The 2008 parade will be held on Sunday March 16th starting at 11am, and this 
year a jury has been appointed to select the top parade entry. 

Founded in 2004, CelticFest Vancouver’s cornerstone values are community, diversity, 
family and civic pride. CelticFest draws its artistic direction from some 5,000 years of 
Celtic history and culture, and it is a rich celebration of the seven Celtic nations’ kinship 
and community. This vibrant event has quickly and solidly established itself as a 
welcome annual springtime tradition in downtown Vancouver’s entertainment district.  
Since its inception, CelticFest’s attendance has significantly grown year over year, 
drawing more than 200,000 people in 2007 – more than double the number attending 
the previous year.  
 
Full programming details for the 5th Annual Edgewater Casino CelticFest  Vancouver  
will be available online in mid-January, at www.celticfestvancouver.com 
Event tickets go on sale February 6, 2008 at Tickets Tonight. 
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